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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Sports, whether general, educational, championship, or professional, have many fans, among which,
the professional sport of football has a special and privileged position. Human resources in the sport
of football are performing their duties in various positions, including players, coaches, referees,
supervisors, etc., among which referees play a very important and valuable role. Therefore, they are
among the valuable human resources and representatives of the department as well as the judges'
committee and at the head of it, the football federation in the field of sports competitions. Since
football referees, like players and coaches, are one of the main and influential elements in holding
matches, especially in the Premier League, therefore, the purpose of this research was to compare
the status of professional refereeing in Iranian football with selected European teams.

Methods
The current research is descriptive-analytical in nature, and "qualitative™ in terms of execution

method, which was conducted using comparative studies and document content analysis. In fact,
this research compares the differences and similarities in the studied area with a comparative
approach. Therefore, George Brady's method, which has four stages: "description”, "interpretation”,
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"adjacent™" and "comparison", was used. Based on this pattern, first the required information from
reliable sources has been collected and interpreted, then classified and in the last stage, the
differences and similarities have been examined and compared (Aghazadeh, 2012). In this research,
the information received (according to the goals and questions) as research data and through e-mail
and WhatsApp (for explanations and clarification of data) with specialized experts in the target
countries, network Information, libraries (documents), articles, works, writings, etc. were collected.
After collecting the data, according to the above four steps, they were classified and finally
analyzed and evaluated. The statistical population consists of Iran along with 3 selected countries
from the European continent (England, Spain and Italy) which are targeted and based on having a
higher professional league level based on the scoring and ranking of reliable sources. (Similar to the
International Federation of Football History and Statistics and the Teamform website) and the
available information of the selection, as well as the superiority and development of this continent
in the field of soccer, were considered as the geographical level of the selection. Therefore,
according to this issue, the level of the professional football league of those countries as well as the
amount of information available from them was used as a comparison unit and action criterion.

Results

Among the selected countries, Iran pays the lowest and Spain the highest salary to its professional
referees at the highest level. Except for Iran, all countries have full-time referees, therefore, in
addition to the salary for refereeing each game, they also pay monthly or annual salaries to their
full-time referees. In the meantime, only England considers a different salary for their referees due
to their experience level in order to participate in the Premier League. All countries have considered
the minimum age requirements as well as health certificate, passing the training course and passing
the exam to enter the refereeing profession. All the studied countries follow the system of
promotion and relegation of teams in their top leagues and use their international referees to judge
the highest level of national league matches. The findings show that the referees of the English
Premier League have the highest (35.39) years old and Spain has the lowest (37.32) average age of
referees among the studied countries, and Iran and Italy is the closest in terms of the average age of
referees (about 38 years old).

England with 5 leagues is the highest and Iran with only 1 league has the lowest professional

leagues among the surveyed countries. Also, compared to the number of Premier League teams,
Iran has the highest number of referees (32) and assistant referees (55). Among all the selected
countries, Spain has the highest number of active international referees (including referees, assistant
referees and video assistant referees) with 44, and Iran has the lowest number with 22 active
international referees (both referees and assistant referees). has and does not benefit from the
existence of VAR international assistant referee. With 2 center referees and 4 assistant referees,
England has the most referees invited to the 2022 World Cup, and the most invited video assistant
referees also belong to Spain (3 VAR assistants). Among the 4 selected countries, no female
referees and assistant referees were invited to the 2022 World Cup. Except for Italy, all countries
have had representatives as referees or assistant referees in three World Cups, and England is the
only country whose referees have been able to referee in all three age categories (teenagers, youths
and adults) from the beginning until now to referee the World Cup.
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Conclusion

based on the findings, the managers and those involved in the field of football and refereeing should
take advantage of the experience of the selected countries and take appropriate examples from them,
in order to move in the direction of progress and professionalization of refereeing in football. The
country is essential

Key Words: Comparative study; Professional football; Refereeing; Selected countries

Article Message

According to the results of this study, in general, referees in the Iranian Premier League do not have
suitable conditions in various areas, including matters related to wages, facilities and welfare
support (such as facilities and insurance), modern refereeing technologies, full-time referees,
international VAR referees, the number of professional leagues, and the age limit for international
referees, compared to other famous countries in the field of football refereeing, and they face
fundamental challenges and problems, and this issue can harm the growth process of refereeing in
guantitative and qualitative aspects.
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Table 1- Adjacency or Juxtaposition (conditions for entering the refereeing arena - salary status, facilities and

benefits paid to referees in the top leagues - status and conditions of the leagues and referees working in the
top league - status, conditions and position of international referees) in selected countries.
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Table 2- Similarities and differences (conditions for entering the refereeing arena - salary status,

facilities and benefits paid to referees in the top leagues - status and conditions of the leagues and
referees working in the top league - status, conditions and position of international referees) in selected

countries.
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