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Abstract

In recent years, attention and emphasis on traditional and indigenous sports have been considered
as one of the most important strategies for the attraction and development of sporting tourists with
economic goals in different countries. The purpose of this qualitative study was to investigate the
impact of native and local games on the growth of gross domestic product (GDP) and job creation
in host societies through interviews with experts. The statistical population was 16 experts in sports
management, economics and tourism. The snowball sampling method was used and continued until
data saturation. The results of the study in GDP and job creation have shown that the native and local
games through tourism development, value creation, job creation, income generation and increased
production enhance the GDP as well as these games will create job by creating tourism-related
businesses, gaming-related businesses, toys-related businesses and ancillary jobs.
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In recent years, attention and emphasis on traditional and native sports have been
considered as one of the most important strategies for the attraction and development
of sporting tourists with economic goals in different countries. One of the different
types of games that have a special attraction among the people is native and local
games that are related to the customs and traditions of the people and have a direct
relationship with good human qualities. These games are ones that were created based
on the different and diverse needs of the society and in accordance with the climatic
and sub-cultural conditions, have been with adults and children for thousands of
years, have helped them to establish friendly and emotional bonds with each other

and have tested the mechanisms of life in advance.

In addition to reducing physical and mental fatigue, these sports strengthen the spirit
of cooperation and solidarity in people and have very useful educational effects
(Popzan et al., 2014, 733). Native and local games are closely related to the culture
and customs of the people of each region, show their inherent interests and tastes and
are still prevalent in some parts of the country. In order to adapt to the taste, artistic
and cultural interests of the society, these games can be expanded, generalized as well
as become popular and accepted in the form of games and public sports in the country.
Moreover, these games, in terms of diversity and appropriateness of each region and
with simple and available facilities in the community, cover a large and wide group
of people in the community at different ages in the best possible way (Ghafouri, 2012,
154).

Native and local games have helped to attract tourists to different countries, for
example, Bullfighting in Spain and Sumo wrestling in Japan annually attract many

tourists to these countries.

In our country, where there are attractive local and native games such as horse racing
and various wrestling competitions, we can hope to attract tourists through these
games. Given the role of native and local sports and games in the economy, and
considering that no research has been done on this issue, the aim of this study was

to investigate the impact of native and local games on the growth of gross domestic
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product (GDP) and job creation in host societies.

Methods:

The statistical population of this qualitative study was specialists in three fields of
economics, sports management and tourism. Professors of economics were familiar
with the economics of research, and professors of sports management were familiar
with both the sport and economics of native games. The snowball sampling method

was used and continued until data saturation.

Results

This study investigated the impact of native and local games on the growth of gross
domestic product (GDP)andjob creationin hostsocieties. Totally, 9, 3 and 3 specialists
were in the field of sports management, economics and tourism, respectively.
According to the answers of the interviewees, the games increased the GDP in 5 ways.
Tourism development, value creation, job creation, income generation and increased
production enhance the GDP. Table 1 indicates the study results.

Table 1. Open and axial coding of the relationship between native and local games with GDP growth

Axial Coding Open Coding

Tourism development Role Of Attracting Foreign Tourists

Role of job creation in Role Of Non-Local Job Creation In GDP Ggrowth
GDP growth Role of job Creation In GDP Growth
Role Of Local Job Creation In GDP Growth

Registration Fee For Participating In Games

Role Of Game Advertising In GDP Growth
Role Of Value Creation

in GDP Growth Increased GDP As a Result Of Private Sector Participation

Effect Of Reducing Government Spending Such as Employment On
GDP
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Axial Coding Open Coding

Effect Of Wealth Creation and Sequential Relationship

Effect Of Income Increasing The Country’s Income as a Result Of Native and Local Games
Generation On GDP Effect Of Native And Local Games On Increasing Service Income
Growth

Role Of Native And Local Games In Increasing National Income
Role Of Attracting Foreign Sponsors In Income Generation

Role Of Income In Increasing GDP For The Government

Effect Of Increased Role Of Increased Production In GDP Growth
Production On GDP Export Of Accessories And By-Products To Abroad
Growth Export Of Game By-Products To Abroad

Discussion and conclusion

According to the answers of the interviewees, the games increased the GDP in 5 ways.

The first form of GDP growth through games was job creation.

Principally, job creation may lead to GDP growth, which can be both local job creation
at the competition venue and off-site (-city) job creation where the games are held.

Games can also help increase GDP via value creation.

If the games are held as a festival, the registration fees can be charged from teams;
therefore, there is a lot of publicity for games. Some companies and private sectors
will definitely participate in and hold these games, and finally, government spending
on job creation is reduced due to job creation, leading to value creation, consequently

resulting in GDP growth.

Ghafouri, F. (2013). The pattern of tourism development based on the development
ofnative and local games in the country. Sport Management Studies, 6(24): 174-153.

(Persian)

Popzan, A., aghahy, H., & Shahmoradi, M. (2015). Development of rural sports with
a focus on native and local sports, Quarterly of Management and Development of

Sport. Sport management, 7(5) : 29-15. (Persian)
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