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Abstract

In the post-industrial era, knowledge-based enterprises are one of the elements of
sustainable development in any country. In Iran, the growth and prosperity of these
enterprises, especially knowledge-based sports enterprises, have also received special
attention from policymakers. One of the challenges for the success of these companies in
the field of sports is their continuous growth and sustainability. In this study, the
qualitative approach and Grounded Theory (Strauss & Corbin method) were used to
identify the growth and sustainability factors of knowledge-based sports companies in
Iran. The study population consisted of 16 faculty members, PhD students, knowledge-
based companies, science and technology parks, sports and non-sports development
centers and industry experts, who were selected using purposive and snowball sampling
methods. Finally, based on the research findings, structural, governmental, hard
infrastructure, public-private collaborations and policy decisions were the most important
factors. Knowledge-based sports enterprise capabilities, political factors, financial and
management factors including contextual factors and sports startup exhibitions and
conferences to create creative ideas, enterprise integrity, consultants branding were
disruptive factors in the present study. Regulatory facilitation, skilled manpower and
creation of a specialized maternity institute were such procedures of this study that could
contribute to job creation, development and improvement of sports as well as sustainable
economic growth of the country under sanction.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

In the post-industrial era, knowledge-based enterprises are one of the elements of
sustainable development in any country. These companies are engaged in the
synergy of science and wealth, the development of the knowledge economy, the
achievement of scientific and economic goals, the commercialization of R&D
results, in the field of advanced technologies. In Iran, the growth and prosperity
of these enterprises, especially knowledge-based sports enterprises, have also
received special attention from policymakers. Statistics show that most
knowledge-based sports companies die out or become small over time. In
addition, the successful entry of these companies into the market and competition
is fraught with uncertainty and there are various constraints in this area. One of
the challenges for the success of these companies in the field of sports is their
continuous growth and sustainability. Therefore, the aim of this study was to
identify the growth and sustainability factors of knowledge-based sports
companies in Iran.

Methodology

To do so, In this study, the qualitative approach and Grounded Theory (Strauss &
Corbin method) were used to identify the growth and sustainability factors of
knowledge-based sports companies in Iran. The study population consisted of 16
faculty members, PhD students, knowledge-based companies, science and
technology parks, sports and non-sports development centers and industry experts
who were selected using purposive and snowball sampling methods.

Results

By reviewing the research background and classifying the factors affecting the
sustainability of knowledge-based sport enterprises, 18 components were
identified as final concepts. After grouping some of the components, the model of
sustainability of knowledge-based sport enterprises was created from the 47
identified key components. based on the research findings, structural,
governmental, hard infrastructure, public-private collaborations and policy
decisions (sports science and technology parks, sports growth centers) were the
most important factors. Knowledge-based sports enterprise capabilities,
political factors, financial and management factors including contextual factors
and sports startup exhibitions and conferences to create creative ideas, enterprise
integrity, consultants branding were disruptive factors in the present study. These
findings are consistent with the results of Martins et al. (2019), Suleimankadieva,
Pilipenko, Sagi (2019), Ratten (2018), Rajabi (2017) & Amini et al. (2016).
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Conclusion

Finally, creation of technology-based products, provision of services based on
Islamic - Iranian culture and values, information and communication technology,
media, proper education system, facilitation of regulation, registration of
knowledge-based sports businesses, skilled manpower and creation of specialized
maternity institute were such procedures and main categories of this study, that
can contribute to the creation of jobs (preventing the migration of sports elites
from the country, providing an appropriate business environment for sports
graduates), promotion of creative thinking, development and progress in sports
(education, public sports, championships, professional sports), sustainable
economic growth of the country and elimination of the needs of the country under
sanctions.

Keywords: Knowledge-Based, Sustainability, Grounded Theory, Strauss and
Corbin, Iran
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